
 

Podcast Allies'
Favorite
Resources
 

You need 'em. We 
got 'em: The apps 
and websites we love 
for everything from 
tracking ideas to 
producing and 
promoting our shows.

www.podcastallies.com

 



CAPTURING 
IDEAS
IPHONE VOICE MEMOS
If you’re anything like us, you 

get a lot of ideas while you’re 

driving or walking. Punch up 

Voice Memos (in the “extras” 

folder on your phone) and 

talk into your phone. Not 

broadcast quality, but these 

recordings are just for you, 

so you don’t forget your 

brilliance. You think you’ll 

remember, but trust us -- you 

won’t. Use the UP icon 

under your voice memo to 

share with your computer via 

AirDrop or send to 

collaborators via text or 

email.
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EVERNOTE
One of the best apps around 

for saving articles in 

categories and searching for 

them later. You can also 

mark up copy and 

collaborate with teammates. 

Free; has a bit of a learning 

curve but worth it. 

www.evernote.com

http://www.evernote.com/


MANAGING 
PROJECTS

Airtable's tagline is “Organize anything 

you can imagine.”

Uses “cards” for keeping, categorizing, and tracking 

projects. Very flexible and the free plan is robust. You can 

use Trello to assign tasks to teammates and partners, too. 

www.trello.com

 

Their tagline is “Organize anything you can imagine.” This 

flexible spreadsheet/database/visual tool is a different way 

of planning complex projects and working solo or in teams. 

Elaine used to plan complex editorial calendars on 

spreadsheets; this hybrid is both intuitive and powerful. 

Free and paid versions. www.airtable.com
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NOZBE

This has been Lindsey’s go-to digital task management 

system and project manager for years. It’s inspired by 

author David Allen’s Getting Things Done concept. It syncs 

flawlessly between phone and desktop. www.nozbe.com

AIRTABLE

TRELLO

http://www.nozbe.com/
http://www.airtable.com/
http://www.trello.com/


WRITING 
SCRIPTS
It's inherently collaborative. 

"Podcast producing is a team sport."
— Robert Smith, NPR

GOOGLE DOCS
 We think this is the best cooperative writing tool out there. Robert 
Smith, a brilliant NPR reporter who now produces for NPR’s Planet 
Money podcast, has said the biggest difference between producing 
and reporting is that reporting is a solo gig but "podcast producing 
is a team sport.” We agree! And for all that collaboration you just 
can’t write in Microsoft Word and send versions back and forth. You 
need a collaborative writing tool, and Google Docs is it. Use 
“Suggesting” mode to edit your partner’s work and he or she can 
accept or reject your brilliant ideas. And, of course, you and your 
colleagues can revise a document simultaneously—crucial when 
you’re up against a deadline. Many radio and podcast outlets 
require freelancers to submit stories and edit in Google Docs. 
www.google.com/docs/about/
 
THESAURUS.COM
Even longtime editors need help avoiding redundancies and 
punching up their scripts. www.thesaurus.com
 
TRINT
When we first discovered this transcription app, it changed our lives
—by saving us oodles of time and money. Fabulous for creating 
show notes, but far more than that: Upload sound files into Trint 
and you'll get back a transcript that you can listen to while you 
choose cuts for your mix—and while you clean up the inevitable 
errors caused by any machine transcription tool. www.trint.com
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http://www.trint.com/


EDITING, 
MIXING & 
MASTERING
Unless you're outsourcing 

production, you'll need a digital 

audio workstation (DAW). We 

listed them in order from most to 

least expensive. 

ADOBE AUDITION: This subscription-based 
DAW can run you $20 a month or more. 
Audition is standard in most public radio 
newsrooms. It’s robust, allowing you to 
edit sound files, do multitrack mixing and 
master your sound (fix mistakes and polish 
it). Elaine switched away from it to the 
more intuitive but less flexible Hindenburg 
(see below) and ultimately came back. 
Unless you’re doing narrative storytelling 
and using a fair bit of sound, it may be 
more than you need. 
www.adobe.com/products/audition.html

Yes, Avid's Pro-Tools is 
a professional standard
—but more complex and 
expensive than most 
people need. 
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https://www.adobe.com/products/audition.html


 

HINDENBURG JOURNALIST 
PRO
Hindenburg is designed to be 

learned quickly by journalists 

with no prior radio experience. 

It’s highly visual and allows you 

to move sound around like 

building blocks. Fades and 

crossfades can occur 

automatically, and it has some 

useful tools for making you 

sound great without having to 

work too hard at it (check out 

their voice sampling feature). 

Hindenburg offers a 30-day free 

trial. However, because it 

automates so much of the work, 

it can feel limiting (see the 

Adobe Audition description 

above). Still, when Lindsey 

moved from Pro-Tools to 

Hindenburg Pro she thought 

she’d died and gone to 

producer heaven because she 

was able to concentrate on the 

story more than the tech. 

https://hindenburg.com/products

/hindenburg-journalist-pro
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REAPER
Reaper is a newer DAW; it’s 

been out for a few years and 

is used by both indie 

producers and professionals 

alike. We haven’t used it, but 

an audiobook narration 

studio that Elaine used to 

work for standardized on it. 

Some sound engineers say 

it’s easy to use and less 

expensive than Audition or 

Pro-Tools, but good enough 

for broadcast work. Reaper's 

developers WANT you to 

download a full, no-strings 

evaluation copy for 60 days 

before you purchase a 

license. www.reaper.fm/

https://hindenburg.com/products/hindenburg-journalist-pro
https://www.reaper.fm/


AUDACITY

Many, many indie podcasters use Audacity. It’s free and intuitive to learn.

We haven’t used Audacity in a long time, so any reviews we might give 
would be unfair! Try it. Just make sure that you can import and export 
files in the formats you want (typically .mp3 and .wav) without going 
through any unneeded gyrations. 
 
A note on pricing of the above editing software. We’re not including prices 
because a) they change and b) if you’re careful, you can find free trials or 
get teacher/student or association discounts. Lindsey and Elaine are 
members of the Association for Independents in Radio (AIR), which often 
offers discounts on a variety of tools. So ask around before you shell out any 
cash. (And joining AIR or another professional association is helpful in 
countless other ways, too. Remember: "Podcasting is a team sport.")
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http://www.audacityteam.org/
https://airmedia.org/


CAPTURING SOUND 
FROM VIDEO
ONLINE VIDEO CONVERTER

We convert video to audio often, typically when we're 

mixing an excerpt of a commercial or a personal 

video into an audio episode. Copy the URL of the 

video you want to convert and pop it into the box on 

this site. Unless there are copyright issues (watch 

out for music) it almost always works and provides 

quick, high-quality audio in standard file formats like 

.mp3 and .wav files. Free. 

www.onlinevideoconverter.com/
 

AUDIO HIJACK
 
Audio Hijack is another converter that’s easy, works 
well with Mac, and lets you capture and record audio 
in action from any app on your computer—even 
livestreams. https://rogueamoeba.com/audiohijack/
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https://www.onlinevideoconverter.com/
https://rogueamoeba.com/audiohijack/


MASTERING
This easy-to-use app will make everything sound...mwah!

AUPHONIC
This Web site twill help you automatically master your 

finished files to make them sound the best they can be. It 

helps smooth out your levels—a problem we’ve noticed 

even on some of the most famous podcasts. You don’t 

have to be an engineer and the fiddly bits are taken care 

of. "Your files just sound more ‘finished,’” a seasoned 

sound engineer told us. Auphonic gives you two hours of 

time free monthly. Create settings that send your files 

wherever you want them to go. Elaine sends hers directly 

to Dropbox for sharing with teammates. 

www.auphonic.com
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https://auphonic.com/


SHARING 
& 
STORING 
FILES
DROPBOX
Ubiquitous, but not always 

the most intuitive app. But 

better than it used to be! 

Unless you’re working with a 

great deal of content, the 

free version may be enough 

for you. In our view, it’s a 

better sharing tool for sound 

than Google Drive. 

www.dropbox.com

 

WETRANSFER
This is a super simple, free, 

and fast way to share large 

audio files. You just drag and 

drop your sound file into the 

tool and your recipient gets 

an email with a link to 

download. That easy. No 

account needed. Many 

production companies use 

this. www.wetransfer.com
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GOOGLE DRIVE
Great for sharing/storing 

those Google Doc files that 

you’re working on together. 

The free service should be 

plenty. 

www.google.com/drive/

https://wetransfer.com/
https://www.google.com/drive/


SOCIAL MEDIA: 
DESIGN & 
SCHEDULING 
TOOLS
CANVA
Even the free version is incredibly useful for creating 

podcast logos, social media posts, flyers and more. 

Upgrade to Canva for Work to get the “Magic Resizing” 

tool, which makes life easier if you want to use the same 

design for various social media platforms, for instance. 

www.canva.com

 

HEADLINER
Make audiograms for posting to social media for free. 

Upload a clip of your audio and a still image, and 

Headliner converts your audio to “video.” 

https://learn.headliner.app/hc/en-us
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https://learn.headliner.app/hc/en-us


LATER.COM

The free version allows you to schedule 30 Instagram posts 

per month. And it allows you to create captions on your 

laptop or desktop and then copy to Instagram on your phone 

without the klugey workaround of emailing captions to 

yourself. The paid version gives you hashtag suggestions 

and a lot more. https://later.com/

Plann is Lindsey’s favorite Instagram design and scheduling tool. So far. 

PLANN
Lindsey’s favorite Instagram design and scheduling tool. The 

free version lets you manage a single account. If you want to 

share that account with a teammate or manage more than 

one account, it’ll cost you $8 a month and up. Currently 

available only for smartphones, but the company is 

developing a desktop version. www.plannthat.com
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https://later.com/
https://www.plannthat.com/


 
We train, support and

inspire you

to create a high-quality podcast.

 

Contact us for custom workshops at your place 

or ours; consulting on launches and ongoing 

series; and private coaching packages. 

 

Watch our Web site for public workshops and 

online courses. 

 

Visit us online at podcastallies.com

In person in Denver, Colorado

Email: podcastallies@gmail.com

Insta: @podcastallies

Like our Facebook page: @podcastallies
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